POINTS OF DISCUSSION AND DIRECTIONS FOR RESEARCH ON CADDO HISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY
Timothy K. Perttula I start with the premise that there are considerable gaps remaining in our basic know ledge of the Caddo historic archaeological record for the period from ca. 1670-1850 in East Texas. The period between ca. A.D. 1542-1670 is better known archaeologically, thanks in large measure to some significant work at Late Caddo sites aJong the Red River, aJong Big Cypress Creek, and in the Neches-Angelina River basins, but there are considerable gaps there as well in what we think we know about the life and times of the Caddo in the 16th and 17 111 centuries, especiaJly on the role Europeans may have played in those early times in effecting the lifeways of Caddo peoples.
How can we make advances in our understanding of Caddo historic archaeology in East Texas? I think there are a number of issues and research problems that can be tackled, and tackled immediately, if we are to make measurable progress in the study of life among the Caddo peoples from the mid-16th century to the mid-191h century. I list a few of these below for consideration and discussion: Finally, research needs to be published on Caddo historic archaeological topics and investigations in a timely manner, research needs to be grounded in a good problem with clear objectives, and research needs to be collaborative (e.g., partnering up with the Caddo Nation of Oklahoma and partnering up with archaeological and historical colleagues with similar research agendas and research problems). Underlying all research on the protohistoric and early historic Caddo periods, for me (Perttula 1992) , is the idea that it is a study of change in Caddo societies due at least in part to the effects of European contact, the effects of Caddo contact and interaction on European societies, as well as the study of change that is the result of internal evolutionary adaptations by the Caddo peoples themselves.
Let us also not forget that the Caddo historic archaeological record of the postremoval period (after ca. 1840) has been almost completely forgotten/overlooked by archaeologists that work on Caddo archaeological issues/topics, although some historians and geographers have dealt with the period. We should seek out and develop partnerships with historians and geographers (see Tiller, this volume) to make full and comprehensive use of available maps and archival documents that provide l~tions of historic Caddo villages in East Texas (and Northwest Louisiana), and to use that information to mount concerted archaeological efforts to relocate these villages.
